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true, a large number of independent states, all of
which were, however, more or less in subjection to him
as lieutenant of the Emperor. It comprised also the
State of Holkar, with whom he was constantly at war ;
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and if it had not been for the rivalry of these two chief-
tains, whose principal amusement seemed to lie in their
sacking each other's capitals and raiding their respective
territories, the map of India might have been different
from what it is now. But the supremacy undoubtedly
lay with Scindia, which was due to the large disciplined
army maintained by De Boigne, the great French adven-
turer, who rose from the position of a common sailor to
be almost the absolute ruler of a province nearly as large
as his native country, France. De Boigne had a
thoroughly efficient army of 40,000 men of all arms,
officered by Europeans, and carefully drilled and discip-
lined ; and it was by means of this army that the great
Mahadoji Scindia had acquired his predominance over
other princes of India. Practically, Scindia was master
of the whole country from Khandesh to Agra, extending
over the principal portion of the province of Malwa
and the Doab. The south eastern portion of this pro-
vince was in possession of his rival Takoji Holkar, who
had also a European-officered force which had been en-
listed and trained subsequent to that of Scindia and was by
no means so efficient. Holkar depended for the most part
upon his cavalry, and he and the Nagpur Rajah, his
neighbour to the south, were in the habit of extending
their raids as far as Calcutta itself,' of which, until just
before the time of which we are treating, the existence
of the " Maratha Ditch " was a standing proof. We
have now arrived at 1800. Mahadoji Scindia and
Takoji Holkar had both died very recently, De Boigne
had retired and had been followed by Perron, Dowlut